
January 21, 2015

WELCOME!
Public Scoping 

Meeting



• Introduction 

• About the Project

• Purpose & Need

• Alternatives Analysis Process

• Overview of the Environmental Process

• Your Role

Agenda
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• First “official” step in 
environmental process

• Solicit input on:
• Purpose & Need
• Goals & Objectives
• Study Area
• Alternatives 
• Potential Impacts

…An opportunity for the public to help shape the study 
and its OUTCOMES.

What is Scoping?
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• Scoping Comment Period Opens 
• Agency Scoping Meeting 
• Public Scoping Meeting 
• Scoping Comment Period Closes 
• Scoping Summary Report Available

Key Scoping Milestones
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While comments may be submitted at any time throughout the 
course of this project, comments must be postmarked by February 
20, 2015 to be part of the scoping record.

12/18/14
01/20/15
01/21/15
02/20/15
mid-2015



• Sign up to speak

– Public comments following the 
presentation

– One-on-one comments can be given 
directly to a stenographer at any 
time during the meeting

• Fill out comment forms and drop in box

• Provide written comments via the 
project website, www.i84hartford.com, 
or USPS

Many Ways to Comment

5

http://www.i84hartford.com/


About the Project



First a Little History…
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• Rail line built in 1830s

• I-84 built in 1960s prior to 
NEPA/CEPA

• Elevated to avoid impacting rail

• Soon after, realization that its 
effect on Hartford was not 
all positive.

• Reaching end of useful life

A Product of Its Time…
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“The impact of the I-84 
freeway upon the physical 
environments into which it 
was introduced has been 
both dramatic and 
overwhelming.”  
— 1970 CTDOT & FHWA

“The impact of the I-84 
freeway upon the physical 
environments into which it 
was introduced has been 
both dramatic and 
overwhelming.”  
— 1970 CTDOT & FHWA



• CTDOT previously evaluated a 
viaduct replacement

• 2010 “HUB study” looked at 
additional concepts

– Significant public input gained

– Conceptual level

• CTDOT committed to evaluate 
additional solutions that have the 
potential for win-win outcomes

Prior Studies
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• Study Area – Flatbush Avenue ramps to I-91

• Project Corridor – Hamilton Street to I-91

About the I-84 Hartford Project
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Current Project Status
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*Actual schedule of these phases contingent upon preferred alternative and availability of funding.



Purpose & Need



• Describes the transportation problems we’re trying 
to solve

• Limits the range of alternatives that are “reasonable, 
prudent and practicable”

• Assists with the eventual selection of 
a preferred alternative

• Purpose & Need is the foundation for the selection of 
a course of action
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What is Purpose & Need?



What are the problems we are 
trying to solve?

• Bridge Structure Deficiencies

• Traffic and Safety Deficiencies

• Mobility Deficiencies

What are Goals & Objectives

• Ensure better integration 
of the interstate with the 
urban environment

• Maximize public 
investment in corridor

• Ensure long-term serviceability 
of corridor

Why is the Project Needed?
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A Public Advisory Working Group 
has assisted in the development of 
a comprehensive and effective 
Purpose & Need Statement for the I-
84 Hartford Project. 



• Many bridges reaching 
end of intended 
lifespan

• CTDOT spent over 
$60M on repairs 
since 2004

• Bridges are safe, 
but deterioration 
will continue

Bridge Conditions: 
Fair to Poor

Bridge Structural Deficiencies
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Deck

Sub Structure

Super Structure



Traffic and Safety Deficiencies
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